We returned to the Conference in the evening for a special graduation ceremony for students at
the Information Technology at Technowave. Cliff Summers, a First Nations person of Oneida
ancestry, asked him to participate. This was partly because the area is traditional Algonquin

territory, and partly because he holds the Elder in such high esteem.

William did the opening and closing prayer for the graduation. His opening words were touch-
ing: He talked about being very proud of the young people and their achievements; he referred
to them as children, boys and girls — these were young adults; one could feel the poignancy: one
born almost a century earlier looking down the pathways of time and seeing these young
people embarking on a new adventure. I could see the panorama of his life unfold — the canoe
on the rivers of life, the bush, the tourists, logging, television, travel, political leadership, spir-
itual awakening, community activism; William has always been one to embrace all that life
otiers; his is easily the most brilliant mind I know; with better eye sight, he would definitely
have been into computers himself. He could see a new future unfolding for the young people:
I am very proud of them. I wish I were sitting and learning with them. But I did not 20 [o
school; I myself am a kindergarten dropout. I only learned to read and write and count when

I was an adult. We did not have opportunities like these in m y days. I wish them all the best for
the future, in their work lives. They will become the strength of the people.
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